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Patient story
Honeysuckle Lodge is a new venture which opened in April 2018 between Greater
Manchester Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust (GMMH) and Alternative Futures
Group (AFG), commissioned by Bolton CCG and based on the Royal Bolton hospital
site, adjacent to the Rivington Unit.
It provides a specialised in-patient rehabilitation service for women with complex
mental health needs comprising of 14 ensuite bedrooms, and a range of therapy
spaces and communal areas to support recovery. The service was set up to
repatriate Bolton women who have been receiving care and treatment in out of area
placements due to the previous lack of a local specialised service.
7 patients have been admitted so far, repatriated from out of area placements and
from secure hospital settings, with plans for a further 7 by the middle of August.
Care close to home will enable an opportunity to optimise recovery and ensure the
most appropriate pathways are identified to enable further step down and
reintegration to the local community.
The service users have been actively engaged and have given input into the décor of
Honeysuckle Lodge to ensure they feel comfortable in their surroundings, and also
had input into the development of the official launch event that was held on 10th May
2018.
Numerous anecdotal comments from the current service users have been received
from patients regarding the décor, and the improved access to their family and
friends since patients were repatriated back to Bolton. A member of the Mental
Health Commissioning Team at NHS Bolton CCG visited Honeysuckle Lodge on 7th
June 2018 to speak to patients about their experiences and their transition back to
Bolton.
The following patients were happy to speak to the CCG, and without giving personal
details surrounding their diagnosis they shared their experience of Honeysuckle
Lodge and their previous out of area placements. Real names have not been used to
protect confidentiality. It is worth noting that some patients have been out of area for
some time, and therefore may feel reticent being interviewed as they are still
adapting to their new surroundings, and only just beginning to develop therapeutic
relationships with the staff. As these relationships development, it is anticipated that
the patients will become more comfortable and open to talking about their
experiences.
S
‘I’ve been back in Bolton a month after being in Warrington for the past three and a
half years. I found it very difficult in Warrington as my family could only visit me once
a month. Now I’m back in Bolton, I get to see my family all the time. They have even
visited me today and brought me some crisps. I get leave to go out, and the staff are
really nice and friendly – especially Jen and John. I am much happier here!’

H
‘I was placed over in Bury but I’m still very glad to be back in Bolton. It is much
easier for my friends to visit me here at Honeysuckle Lodge, and I feel the local
hospital understands me and my needs much more than they did in Bury. In
particular, I feel my psychiatrist understands me here.’
Mrs R
‘I was placed in Leek for a while so I am very glad I’ve been able to come home. I
didn’t like anything while I was in Leek and while I would obviously like to be back in
my own home, I am much happier to be back in Bolton and here in Honeysuckle
Lodge.’

